
Lesson 3:  The New Testament               Sunday Sept. 29, 2019 
 
Last Sunday we talked about the New Testament. We started with a recap of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. 
The Hebrew Bible has 39 books. Those 39 books are divided into 5 sections:  

 Torah (also where you find the books of law): Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy 

 History: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther 

 Books of Poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 

 Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 

 Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

 
Jesus grew up in the Jewish faith—The Hebrew Bible was his sacred text which he grew up hearing read 
to him in the synagogue and which he knew really well. When Jesus was growing up, there was no New 
Testament yet because his life, death and resurrection were what caused the New Testament to be written and the 
church to be formed.  
 
New Testament (Testament=means Covenant): 
The New Testament has 27 books. The New Testament is a little different from the Old Testament/Hebrew 
Scriptures—The New Testament contains stories, history of the early church (early as in, right when it started…) 
some poetry, letters and apocalyptic literature.  

 Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John:  

 These book are all different accounts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection-by reading all four 
we get a fuller understanding of who Jesus was.  

 Church history: Acts:  

 This book contains the story of how the church started-it begins with Jesus going up to 
heaven and the disciples figuring out what to do next-you can read about prison breaks, ship 
wrecks, ghosts and so much more… 

 Paul’s Letters: Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 
Thessalonians, Philemon, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 

 Paul is a big reason why the church exists today-he traveled all over the world starting 
churches-after he started churches he would leave to start another, but he would always stay in 
touch by writing letters-those letters have lasted through centuries and make up a large portion 
of our New Testament. Paul’s letters even help us today understand who Jesus was, the work 
he did and how we, as a church, are called to serve each other and the world around us.  

 General letters: Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude 

 These letters were written by leaders in the early church. They outline beliefs and messages 
about who Jesus was/is and how the church is called to live. They also address different issues 
that the church was facing.  

 Apocalyptic letter: Revelation 

 Tradition says that John, who was one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote this letter. He wrote 
Revelation while he was in prison and it looked like the world just might end. The church was 
being persecuted and people were really struggling. While this book does contain images that 
seem to be futuristic, John also meant this letter to give people in the church hope-hope that 
no matter how bad things might look-God really was and is still in control.  

 
The Old Testament/Hebrew Bible is filled with the promises God made to the Israelites while the New Testament 

is the story of how God has already fulfilled some of those promises and how God will fulfill more promises in the 

future.  



As Christians we depend on the stories of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament to help us fully 

understand who God is and what it means to be in relationship with God and others.  

Homework  

1. Think about your family and those closest to you—is there a book you read, movie you watch or song you 

sing together around the holidays?  

 

a. What book, movie, or song?  

 

 

b. Why is it important to you and/or your family?  

 

 

2. When the Apostle Paul started a church, he would stay with them for a while but then he would leave to go 

start another church. After he left he would send letters to the churches he had started.  

a. Grab your bible and turn to the book of Philippians and read chapter 1, verses 1-11, AND 

Philippians 4.4-9 

i. Question for Chapter 1: What is Paul praying for in chapter 1?  

 

 

 

ii. Questions for Chapter 4: How is Paul encouraging the people in Philippi to stay in 

relationship with God and to treat others in Chapter 4?    

 

 

 

b. Imagine you are a member of the church in Philippi receiving Paul’s letter—why do you think the 

church would read this letter over and over again?  

 


