
Lesson 2: Hebrew Scriptures & covenant  
 
On Sunday, September 22, we talked about the Hebrew Scriptures and “covenant”.  
 
Hebrew Scriptures: Our bible is split into two parts: the Hebrew Scriptures (or Old Testament) 
and the New Testament.   
 
In the Christian tradition, we sometimes call the first part the Old Testament. Testament means 
“covenant” which means “promise”.  
 
Another name for the first part of the bible is Hebrew Scriptures—it can have this title because it 
contains stories, poems and books of law which we share in common with people who are Jewish-
these books tell the stories of the promises or covenants which God made between God’s self and the 
Hebrew people. So, throughout confirmation, we will be calling the first part of our bible the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 
 

But wait…why do we read stories that are so old they’re actually ancient?? Do they 
really have anything to teach us?? 

 
Short answer? YES-they have SO MUCH to teach us! While the stories may be ancient, they’re 
still about human beings just like us—people like Abraham and Sarah, who do their best to trust God’s 
promises but get nervous and try to fix their situation on their own (which doesn’t work…) The 
stories may sound strange sometimes, but when we read closely we see similarities 
between then and now and we learn about what it means to be in relationship with God 
and with each other.  
 
Covenant: an agreement between two parties; a solemn promise or vow, especially between God and 
people. Think of a Covenant like a promise…a really, really big promise. (Definition is from p. 1363 of 
you student bible)  
 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, God made four covenants, or promises, with individuals and groups of 
people.  
 
Genesis 9.8-17: God’s covenant with Noah and the world 

 Covenant: After the flood, God made a covenant with Noah; God promised to never flood the 
earth like that again.  

 How long will the promise last? The covenant is eternal (there’s no end date)  

 Symbol: The symbol of the covenant is the rainbow: 
“I (God) have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 

me and the earth.” Gen. 9.13 
 

Genesis 17.1-8: God’s covenant with Abraham  

 Covenant: God made a covenant with Abraham; promised to give Abraham descendants, land 
and that God would be their God (basically that God would be present with them.)  

 Symbol: This one was different than with Noah…God made a promise, but the people had to 
do something to show that they were in relationship with God too…  

o Circumcision: all the men in Israel had to be circumcised 
o But even though the Israelites had to do something for this covenant-it was all about 

trust-by undergoing circumcision they were declaring that they trusted God completely.  
 

Exodus 19.1-6: God’s covenant with the Israelites 



 Covenant: God made a covenant with the Israelites through Moses- “if you obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my reassured possession out of all the peoples…you shall be for 
me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” Exodus 19.1-6.  

 How long will the promise last? This is a conditional covenant-The Israelites were 
promising to follow the 10 commandments, and if they obeyed them and lived by God’s laws, 
then they would be God’s people.  

o BUT—even though the people were supposed to keep the 10 commandments, they had 
a habit of breaking them…Even when the people broke their promise, God kept 
up God’s part of the promise!  

 Symbol: The symbol of the covenant is the Ten Commandments.  
 

 2 Samuel 7.8-16: God’s covenant with David 
o Covenant: God made a covenant with King David-“your house and your kingdom shall 

be made sure forever before me (God); your throne shall be established forever.” 2 
Samuel 7.16 This is a covenant that God makes with David, there’s no condition set 
down-God just promises to do this for David.  

o Symbol: The sign of this covenant is a crown.  
 

So…What does all of this mean??? 
 
The stories, poems, laws and history we read in the Hebrew Scriptures show us that God makes and 
keeps God’s promises, even when we don’t always do what we are supposed to. God’s love for us 
means that even when we mess up, nothing can separate us from God’s love.  
 
Homework  
 
Read a one of the Covenant Stories; Noah Genesis 9.8-17, Abraham and Sarah Genesis 17.1-8, 
Moses and the Ten Commandments Exodus 19.1-6 or David 2 Samuel 7.8-16 
 
  

Which story did you read? ___________________ 
 
 
 
 What Question(s) do you have after reading the story?  
 
 

1. _______________________________________________ 
 
 

2. _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

What do you learn about who God is from this story?  
 
 
 
 
 


