
Lesson 15: Mission               January 19, 2020 
 
On Sunday we talked about Mission. 
 
The Good Samaritan Luke 10.25-37 (not familiar with the story?? Look it up and read it!) 

 The question isn’t “Who is my neighbor?” but “what does it mean to be a neighbor.”  
o We don’t get to choose who our neighbor is or who we serve—God calls us to serve 

EVERYONE regardless of who they are, whether or not you agree with them—we are called 
to be a neighbor to EVERYONE.  

 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. preached on this story. He said that the Priest and Levite in the 
story were worried about themselves, wondering “what will happen to me if I help the person on 
the side of the road?” But the Samaritan asked a different question, he wondered “what will 
happen to this person if I don’t help them??” 

o Jesus calls us to care about other people and their needs, even when it might be risky 
for us.  

 
How the Book of Order (The BOO) defines mission:  
 
The Church has a mission:  

“The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In 
Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity 
by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at 
font and table (baptism and communion), and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human 
beings have no higher goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant 
fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission.” BOO F-1.01 GOD’S MISSION 

 
Let’s face it…this is a LOT of words…SO WHAT does that mean?? Paraphrase: God is up to something 
in the world! God is loving people—those who are cast out by others, people who have been 
forgotten and who feel lost—God’s “mission” is to bring everyone—EVERYONE together. And it’s 
this mission—of bringing everyone together, that helps us, the church, know what we’re supposed to do 
too. 
 
 The church (you and me) gets to participate in God’s mission by: 

o Telling/sharing the good news of God’s love with others 
o Offering to EVERYONE the grace of God through baptism and communion 
o Calling EVERYONE to follow Jesus Christ.  

 The ultimate goal in life? To be in right relationship with God (and with others)-and to 
participate in God’s mission.   

 
 
So…How do we participate in God’s mission? What does it mean/look like to proclaim the good news, 
offer the sacraments and call people into discipleship? 
 
During class we also looked at different agencies that are doing mission work locally and around 
the world:  

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (also known as PDA): http://pda.pcusa.org/  
 Blood Water Mission: www.bloodwatermission.com 
 Cornerstone Center for Early Learning; www.cornerstonecenterstl.org  
 Amor Ministries: www.amor.org   
 Every Child’s Hope: https://www.everychildshope.org/  

http://pda.pcusa.org/
http://www.bloodwatermission.com/
http://www.amor.org/
https://www.everychildshope.org/


Mission Activities of Ladue Chapel! 

There are SO MANY ways to get plugged into and participate in the Mission work of Ladue Chapel. 

Mission Work can be working with an agency but it can also look like getting more involved at Church: 

1. We worship together EVERY Sunday… 

o yup-that’s mission too…look at #1 and #2 above-Worship is how we proclaim the good 

news in Word and take part in the life and worship of the congregation.  

2. Prayer Chain:  
o we have a group of people who are committed to praying for members of our church—How 

is this mission?? Look at #3 above: lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and 
active support—this is part of God’s mission: caring for one another!  

3. Offering (Giving our time, talent and money) 
o This is part of mission too… look at #5 above: when we give our time, talent and money to 

the church we are participating in God’s mission.  
4. Being a Deacon or Elder at Ladue Chapel 

o Look at # 10: being active in the leadership of the church (the Deacons and Elders are the 
leadership of the church) is another way to participate in God’s mission. 
 

Here are some other agencies Ladue Chapel works with:  
 Habitat for Humanity: volunteers from Ladue Chapel assist in building projects to insure 

affordable and safe housing for families here in St. Louis.  

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance/Cleanup Buckets: members of LC assemble clean up 

Buckets which contain items people need to clean up after natural disasters (think wild 

fires, floods, earthquakes etc.)  

 St. Patricks Center: volunteers make Casseroles which are given to St. Patrick Center: They 

works with people who are homeless.  

 Turkey & Ham Drive: We collect Turkeys and Hams which we donate to Isaiah 58: a local 
food pantry. Isaiah 58 distributes them close to Thanksgiving to ensure that those who 
want them, can have a Thanksgiving meal.  

 
Homework 
  

1. In your own words—how does Jesus story of the Good Samaritan help you understand what 
it means to be a “neighbor” to people at school, on your sports teams (or opposing teams), 
or in your family?  

 
 
 

2. When you are examined by session, one of the questions they can ask you is: “Name at least 
one mission activity that our church participates in”. So now’s your chance: 

 
a. Name at least one mission activity that our church participates in: 

 
 
 

b. How would you like to get involved with Mission at Ladue Chapel? 
 

 


