
Lesson 12: Liturgical Seasons          Dec. 1 2019 

The word “liturgy” means, “the work of the people.”  So when we talk about the liturgical seasons, we are 

talking about the seasons of the people’s work in worshipping God.  

The liturgical seasons don’t follow the calendar that we use on a daily basis-instead the church follows a Christian 

calendar which begins in Advent (usually around the first Sunday in December).  So, today, Sunday Dec. 1, 2019, 

Advent starts and it marks the beginning of a new year according to the Christian Calendar. 

The reason why the Christian calendar is different is because it provides an order for worship based on the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Each year, the church retells the stories of Jesus ministry; how he healed the 

sick, welcomed strangers and outcasts, fed the hungry and did incredible things, because it’s through these stories 

that we learn about and remember God’s love for us and how we are called to tell others about God’s love.  

The liturgical year uses the Revised Common Lectionary, which is a set of scripture readings from the Old and 

New Testaments that is organized around the Christian year and attentive to the broad themes and narratives of 

the biblical story.  The Lectionary helps us retell the story of our salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord, and is 

divided into three years, A, B, and C. (We started a new Lectionary cycle, year A, today Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019) 

 Year A—features the gospel of Matthew 

 Year B—the gospel of Mark 

 Year C—the gospel of Luke  
o Where’s the gospel of John?? Sprinkled over all three!  

Liturgical Seasons: The changing seasons of the Christian calendar are marked by the use of color; each color 

marks a season, (there are four colors: purple, green, white and red). While colors typically tell us which season 

we’re in, they can also be used for special occasions in the life of the church.  

Purple: Advent and Lent.  (purple which can symbolize penitence, and also royalty) 

 Advent and Lent are seasons when we wait and prepare 

o In Advent, which is four weeks long, we are waiting and preparing for Christmas.  We remember 

how our forebears in the faith waited for the coming of the promised Messiah, and how we are 

waiting even now for Jesus to come again as he promised he would.  It’s a season of watching, 

waiting, reflecting, and preparing our hearts to welcome Jesus. 

o Lent, which is six weeks long, is a time of self-examination, as we follow Jesus and his Disciples to 

Jerusalem and the Cross.  We take a closer look at our lives, at our own discipleship, and the things 

that distance us from God and others.  Lent ends with Easter, the Day of Resurrection, when we 

celebrate that nothing can separate us from God’s love, not even death.  

 During Advent we hear stories about prophets who, long before Jesus birth, were dreaming of the day 
when God would send a savior, and about John the Baptist. 

 During Lent we hear stories about Jesus journey to Jerusalem, and during Holy Week (the week leading up 
to Easter) we hear about Jesus riding in on a donkey, the last supper Jesus had with his disciples, and the 

story of Jesus death and resurrection.  

Blue: Advent (the month of December/ish)—symbolizes hope  

Green: Ordinary Time (this gets sprinkled throughout the year, but it’s really in the summer/fall)---green 

symbolizes grown  

 During Ordinary time we hear stories of Jesus teaching, preaching and healing.   

 Ordinary doesn’t mean “common”—instead Ordinary means “numbered”.  So, for instance, in Ordinary time 
a Sunday is listed as “the 5th Sunday after Pentecost”. 

 



White: Special days—symbolized baptism and celebration 

 Special days include: Christmas Day and Christmastide (the twelve days of Christmas), Epiphany (when we 
celebrate the wise men visiting the baby Jesus), Baptism of the Lord Sunday, Transfiguration Sunday, 

Easter Day and Eastertide (the 50days following Easter), Trinity Sunday, All Saints’ Day, and Christ the King 

Sunday. 

 White is also used for weddings and funerals. 

Red: Day of Pentecost—red symbolizes fire which is a symbol for the Holy Spirit  

 Pentecost is when we celebrate God sending the Holy Spirit. 

 Red can also be used for ordinations, church anniversaries, or memorial services for ordained clergy, 

because the church is birthed by the Holy Spirit, and it is the Holy Spirit who calls women and men into 

ministry. 

What’s the point?? The liturgical seasons help us learn and retell the stories of God’s action in and love for the 

world (including us!). As you participate in worship by sing hymns, reading scripture and listening to sermons—

remember that because we follow Jesus, we mark time differently!  

No Homework!! 


